VrCBKOYS OF INDIA

In the short time he wa*s in India he accomplished the
remarkable feat of touring all the provinces and most of
the native states. Lady Mountbatten, who had already
worked hard throughout the war in high positions with the
Order of St John of Jerusalem, also played a prominent
part throughout this period.

On resigning his position in India Lord Mountbatten,
who had been a substantive Roar-Admiral since 1946,
was appointed Flag Officer in command of the First
Cruiser Squadron, thus returning to the service in which
his heart was fixed. He has now boon promoted Vice-
Admiral.

Lord Mountbatten is a man of good physical strength
and health, and can turn his mind in many directions. He
is a first-class polo player and has written a book on polo
which, is considered a classic on the subject His con*
nection with the Royal family, his naval and military
reputation, his charm and personality, and his diplomatic
ability and drive have been remarkable assets in his suc-
cess; and to Ms initiative and goodwill and to the popular
support of Lady Mountbatten have been largely due the
comparatively peaceful transfer of power in India and
the present solution,

It is possible that he was not particularly anxious to take
on an unenviable task and to become the final successor
of Warren Hastings, Dalhousie, Canning and Cuncm;
but he adapted himself to the circumstances; and his
determiaatioa to succeed, his urbanity, infectious en-
thusiasm and whole-souled devotion to the cause he had
in hand have undoubtedly secured him the gratitude of
India and of His Majesty's Government. His daring and
inventive resource may well have prevented civil war and
retained India within the Commonwealth,
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